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DETAILED ACTION 
Art Unit Change 

1. The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this application 
should be directed to Art Unit 2426. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This Office action is in reply to Applicant's amendment and response dated June 23'^'', 
2008, hereinafter "Applicant's Response". In response to objection(s) and/or rejection(s) made 
in a previous Office action issued by the Examiner, dated March 21^', 2008 hereinafter 
"Examiner's Action", applicant has amended claims 1-6, 8-16, 18-23, 25-30, 32, and 35, 
cancelled claim 24, and added new claim 36. Further the Applicant has provided arguments and 
remarks respectfully requesting the withdrawal of the Examiner's: objections to claims 13 and 
35, 35 U.S.C. § 112 - Second Paragraph rejection of claims 3-6 and 10, the Examiner's 35 
U.S.C. § 102(e) rejection of claims 1-4, 7-14, 16-24, 26, 29-31, and 33-35, and the Examiner's 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejections of claims 5, 6, 15, 25, 27-28 and 32 in light of the amendments. 
Claims 1-23 and 25-36 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's amendment to claims 13 and 35, documented in Applicant's Response, 
pertaining to the Examiner's objection(s) has been considered, and is considered fully 
persuasive. The objections pertaining to claims 13 and 15 are herein removed. 
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4. Applicant's amendment to claim 3-6 and 10 documented in Applicant's Response, with 
respect to Examiner's claim rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112 - Second Paragraph has been 
considered, and is considered fully persuasive. The 35 U.S.C. § 112 - Second Paragraph 
rejections pertaining to claims 3-6 and 10 are herein removed. 

5. Applicant's arguments documented in Applicant's Response with respect the Examiner's 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) have been fully considered but are moot in view of the new 
grounds of rejection(s). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter, 
which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 3-6, 10, 35 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

a. Claims 3 and 36 recites the limitation "the information", but does not clarify 
which information element(s) the Applicant is referring to. For example, "the 
information" could be interpreted as one or more of the following types: "specifying a 
content providing station", "specifying a content providing device", and/or "specifying an 
associated content". 
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b. Claim 4 recites the limitation "these sets of information", but does not clarify 
which information elements the Applicant is referring to. For example, "these sets of 
information" could be interpreted as one or more of the following types: "specifying a 
content providing station" and "specifying a content providing device", or "specifying a 
content providing station" and "specifying an associated content", or "specifying a 
content providing device" and "specifying an associated content". 

c. Since claims 5 and 6 are dependent upon claim 4, they are rejected accordingly. 

d. Claim 10 recites the limitation "the content providing stations targeted for 
selection" in the body of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 

e. Claim 35 recites the limitation "each of the content providing station", which is 
doesn't clearly specify whether the Apphcant was referring to "each of the content 
providing stations" or "the selected content providing station". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPO 459 
(1966). that are apphed for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: (See MPEP Ch. 2141) 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/5 1 2,052 
Art Unit: 2426 



Page 5 



a. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art; 

b. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims in issue; 

c. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art; and 

d. Evaluating evidence of secondary considerations for indicating obviousness or 
nonobviousness. 

9. Claims 1-14, 16-23, 25, 26, and 29-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over United States Patent Application Number, "2003/0105763 Al", invented by 
Chatfield et al, hereinafter "Chatfield" in view of United States Patent Application Number, 
"2002/0156552 Al", invented by Whiting, hereinafter "Whiting". 

Regarding claim 1, Chatfield teaches of a content selection method for selecting a content from 
among a plurality of contents or content providing devices, in which a content selection 
requesting station selects from among a plurality of content providing stations having the 
contents or content providing devices {Chatfield, [0022], [0026]), comprising: 

the content selection requesting station storing a selection rule for selecting from among 
the content providing stations {Chatfield, [0028], [0029] and [0032]. Since the end user submits 
his/her preferred service provider from a workstation to a web server {Chatfield, [0034]), the 
selection is inherently stored and/or buffered by the workstation for retrieval, processing, and 
transmission over the network}; 

transmitting a content switching instruction to the content selection requesting station in 
accordance with operation of the operator (e.g., request for service) - {Chatfield, [0026], [0032], 
[0033], and [0060]); and 
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the content selection requesting station, which has received the content switching 
instruction, transmitting the content switching instruction to a content providing station (e.g., 
particular service provider) - (Chatfield, See "YES" at step 409 of FIG. 4B, [0033], [0046]). 

While Chatfield teaches that a user may request various video services including cable 
television and video-on-demand service (Chatfield, [0023]), Chatfield is silent to disclose that 
the content providing station switches the content or content providing device to be selected, 
every time the same operation of the operator is performed. However, in related art. Whiting 
discloses of a media delivery system for providing users with requested media files {Whiting, 
[0031], [0032]). In this system, a user connected to the Internet may submit a request for an 
audiovisual media file by selecting a link via their web browser {Whiting, [0032]). The 
requested audiovisual media file may be a "live" media file that is substantially simultaneously 
being created, encoded and fed to the media server {Whiting, [0033]). Lastly, the requested 
media file is delivered from the media server over the Internet to the user {Whiting, [0033]). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, 
to apply the technique of offering the user the ability to request a live media file as described by 
Whiting, to improve the number of available video services for selection in Chatfield, for the 
predictable result of providing an end user the ability to view a live event from the comfort of 
their home. 

Thus, the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole, disclose the following 
limitation: 
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the content providing station switches the content (Whiting, [0033]) or content providing 
device to be selected, every time the same operation of the operator is performed (e.g., request 
for service) - {Chafield, [0026], [0032], [0033], and [0060]). 

Regarding claim 2, the method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising: 

sending back (i.e., providing) the content held by the content providing station, from the 
content providing station that has received the content switching instruction, to the content 
selection requesting station {Chatfield, [0033]) is disclosed by the combined teaching of 
Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claims 3 and 36, (with the best understanding based upon the 112 rejection(s) stated 
above) the method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising: 

the content selection requesting station {Chatfield, See workstation [0026] frirther 
described in [0057]) storing information for specifying a content providing station {Chatfield, 
See "service provider name" in [0032], [0034]), an associated content {Chatfield, e.g., "particular 
service name" in [0032], [0034]), and an associated content providing device {Chatfield, e.g., 
"IPsec", which renders the use of a destination IP address in the header [0033], or virtual path 
identifier - See "ATM mode" in [0033], for establishing a connection between the end-user and 
the preferred service provider [0046]) that have been most recently selected by the content 
selection requesting station {Since the end user accesses a provider's offered services by 
selecting his/her preferred services via a workstation coupled to a web server {Chatfield, [0033], 
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[0034]), the end user's workstation inherently stores and/or buffers such information for 
processing, display, and transmission}; and 

the content selection requesting station resuming, in accordance with the information 
(e.g., preferred service provider information), connection with the content providing station and 
the associated content providing devices having the associated content that have been most 
recently selected by the content selection requesting station (Chatjield, [0033], [0040], [0046]) if 
the content requesting station has previously received the associated content from the associated 
content providing device of the content providing station and the connection has been stopped 
(e.g., closed the web browser) - (Chatfield, [0032], [0034], [0040]) is disclosed by the combined 
teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 4, (with the best understanding based upon the 112 rejection(s) stated above) 

the method as set forth in claim 1 , further comprising: 

the content selection requesting station storing information for specifying a content 
providing station that has been most recently selected by the content selection requesting station 
(Please refer to the remarks and citations cited by the Examiner in response to claim 3); 

the content providing station storing information for specifying an associated content or 
content providing device that has been most recently selected by the content selection requesting 
station (Chatfield, [0032] - Since the service provider receives the end user's selection through a 
communication session and provides said user with their selected service(s) over the network, 
their selection information is inherently stored or buffered for retrieval, processing, and 
transmission.); and 
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resuming, in accordance with these sets of information, connection between the content 
selection requesting station and the content providing station that has been most recently selected 
by the content selection requesting station, if the content selection requesting station has 
previously received the associated content from the content providing station and the connection 
has been stopped, or if the content selection requesting station has previously received a content 
from the content providing device of the content providing station and the connection has been 
stopped (Please refer to the remarks and citations cited by the Examiner in response to claim 3) 
is disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claims 5 and 6, (with the best understanding based upon the 112 rejection(s) stated 
above) the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole, teaches that a service 
provider stores the selection request(s) of end users received via an network, but are silent to 
mention how long the data is stored (Please refer to the reasons and citations made by the 
Examiner in response to claim 4). However, Official Notice is taken that both the concept and 
advantage of deleting an inactive user's account comprising their transaction history was 
notoriously well known and expected in the art, at the time of the invention, and therefore would 
have been obvious to incorporate in the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting for the 
benefit of maintaining the records of valuable customers. 

Regarding claim 7, the method as set forth in claim 2, wherein: 

the content providing station transmits, to the content selection requesting station, 
information regarding a content that is to send back (i.e., provided) to the content selection 
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requesting station (Chatjield, [0033]) is disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and 
Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 8, the method as set forth in claim 2, wherein: 

the content providing station transmits, to the content selection requesting station, 
information regarding a content or content providing device that is available to be selected next 
by the content selection requesting station (Chatfield, See FIG. 6 in conjunction with [0054], in 
which a Video Provider One is a "Preferred Service Provider" and offers (1) Broadcast Video, 
(2) Local Voice, (3) International Voice, and (4) Intemet Access to end users 103-106. In this 
embodiment, said end user may select to receive service (1) first and access service (2) next in 
accord with [0032] and [0033]) is disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, 
as a whole. 

Regarding claim 9, the method as set forth in claim 2, wherein: 

the content providing station transmits, to the content selection requesting station, 
information regarding a content or content providing device that is available to be selected by the 
content selection requesting station {Chatfield, [0033]) is disclosed by the combined teaching of 
Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 10, (with the best understanding based upon the 112 rejection(s) stated above) 
the method as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 
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the selection rule regarding the content providing stations, which is stored in the content 
selection requesting station, is to reselect a content providing station that has been selected first, 
after selection of the content providing stations targeted for selection is performed more than 
once in accordance with the selection rule {Chatfield, See [0043] and [0046] with respect to 
[0028], [0029], [0032], and [0034] as presented in response to claim 1.) is disclosed by the 
combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 11, the method as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

if there still remains a content or content providing device to select, the thus selected one 
of the content providing stations selecting, in accordance with a predetermined content selection 
rule, a content or content providing device to select next, and the thus selected one of the content 
providing stations transmitting what is contained in the content or content providing device to 
select next, to the content selection requesting station {Chatfield, [0032], [0033], in which the 
content provider is one described by the Examiner in response to claim 8); and 

if there remains no content or content providing device that is to select, the thus selected 
one of the content providing stations transmitting information that there remains no content or 
content providing device to select (Chatfield, [0040], [0047]-[0050] with reference to FIG. 4C) is 
disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 12, the method as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

when receiving the information that there remains no content or content providing device 
to select, the content selection requesting station changes a content providing station connected 
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to the content selection requesting station, in accordance with the selection rule for selecting 
from among the content providing stations (Chatfield, [0040], [0047]-[0050] with reference to 
FIG. 4C) is disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 13, the method as set forth in claim 1, fiirther comprising: 
the content selection requesting station confirming 

(i) a communication state regarding communication between the content selection 
requesting station and the thus selected one of the content providing stations (Chatfield, See 
[0046] and additionally or alternatively see [0050]), and 

(ii) a response state regarding responding from the thus selected one of the content 
providing stations (Chatfield, [0046]); and 

if the communication state is less than a desired level, the content selecting requesting 
station selecting a different content providing station to select next in accordance with the 
selection rule for selecting from among the content providing stations (Chatfield, [0046] and 
[0047]) is disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 14, the method as set forth in claim 2, wherein: 

the content providing station confirming 

(i) a communication state regarding communication between the content providing 
station and a content that is to send back (Chatfield, See [0046] and additionally or alternatively 
see [0050]), and 
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(ii) a response state regarding responding with respect to the content that is to send back 
{Chatfield, [0046]); and 

if the communication state is less than a level, the content providing station sending back 
a content that is to be selected next in accordance with a predetermined content selection rule 
(Even though a communication state between a service provider and an end user may be less 
than a level, it may still support a session. Thus, please refer to the remarks and citations made 
by the Examiner in response to claim 8) is disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and 
Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 16, the method as set forth in claim 2, wherein: 

in a state where a content that the content providing station is about to send back is in 
use, the content providing station sending back a content that is to be selected next to the content 
that the content providing station is about to send, in accordance with a predetermined content 
selection rule (Please refer to the citations and reasons stated by the Examiner in response to 
claim 8) is disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 17, the method as set forth in claim 16, wherein: 

the state where the content is in use is a state where the content is being used by another 
content selection requesting station, or a state where a user on the content providing station side 
is using the content without using the content selection requesting station {Chatfield, in [0023] 
and [0024] - Service providers inherently provide Intemet access, cable television, digital voice. 
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etc. to a plurality of customers simultaneously) is disclosed by the combined teaching of 
Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 18, the method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising: 

the content selection requesting station confirming 

(i) a communication state regarding communication between the content selection 
requesting station and the thus selected one of the content providing stations {Chatfield, See 
[0046] and additionally or altematively see [0050]), and 

(ii) a response state regarding responding from the thus selected one of the content 
providing stations {Chatfield, [0046]); and 

if the communication state is less than a level, the content selection requesting station 
providing, to the operator, information that the communication state is less than the level 
{Chatfield, [0050]) is disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 19, the method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising: 
the content providing station confirming 

(i) a communication state regarding communication between the content providing 
station and the content providing device thus selected {Chatfield, See [0046], [0050] and [0068]), 
and 

(ii) a response state regarding responding with respect to the content providing device 
thus selected {Chatfield, [0046]); 
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if the communication state is less than a desired level, the content providing station 
transmitting, to the content selection requesting station, information that the communication state 
is less than the level (Chatfield, [0050]); 

the content selection requesting station receiving the information (Chatfield, [0050]); and 
the content selection requesting station providing, to the operator, information that the 
communication state between the content providing station and the content providing device thus 
selected is less than the level (e.g., service provider unable to provide service from the service 
provider's equipment) - (Chatfield, [0050], [0068]) is disclosed by the combined teaching of 
Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 20, the method as set forth in claim 13, wherein: 

the state where the communication state is less than the level is a state where 
communication is possible but one of electric wave strength, the response state, and a 
communication error ratio is less than the desired level (Chatfield, [0050]) is disclosed by the 
combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 21, the method as set forth in claim 13, wherein: 

the state where the communication state is less than the level is 

(i) a state where a station at the other end is not turned on, 

(ii) a state where no response is received because the station at the other end becomes too 
distant, or 
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(iii) a state where the thus selected one of the content providing stations is physically 
disconnected from the content providing device {Chatfield, [0050] and [0068]) is disclosed by 
the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 22, the method as set forth in claim 18, wherein: 

in providing, to the operator, information that the communication state between the 
content selection requesting station and the selected one of the content providing stations is less 
than the level, when the communication level is as such, the content selection requesting station 
distinctly informing the operator whether the communication state is 

(A) a communication state where communication is possible but one of electric wave 
strength, the response state, and a communication error ratio is less than the desired level 
{Chatfield, [0050]), or 

(B) a communication state where (i) a station at the other end is not turned on, (ii) no 
response is received because the station at the other end becomes too distant, or (iii) the content 
providing device is physically disconnected {Chatfield, [0050] and [0068]) is disclosed by the 
combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 23, the method as set forth in claim 19, wherein: 

in providing, to the operator, information that the communication state between the 
content selection requesting station and the content providing device thus selected is less than the 
desired level (e.g., service provider unable to provide service from the service provider's 
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equipment), when the communication level is as such, the content selection requesting station 
distinctly informing the operator whether the communication state is 

(A) a communication state where communication is possible but one of electric wave 
strength, the response state, and a contmiunication error ratio is less than the desired level 

(Chatfield, [0050]), or 

(B) a communication state where (i) a station at the other end is not turned on, (ii) no 
response is received because the station at the other end becomes too distant, or the content 
providing device is physically disconnected {Chatfield, [0050], [0068]) is disclosed by the 
combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 26, the method as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

the selection rule is stored only in the content selection requesting station {Chatfield, 
[0034], [0057]; wherein the data center is and end user's workstation are "a single computer 
system"); and 

the content or content providing device is held (i.e. restrained from access) only by the 
content providing station {Chatfield, [0050]) is disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield 
and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 29, a content selection requesting station which selects a desired content or 
content providing device from among contents or content providing devices that a plurality of 
content providing stations have {Chatfield, [0032]), wherein: 
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the content selection requesting station transmits a content switching instruction to the 
content providing station according to the method as set forth in claim 1 (Chatjield, [0023] with 
[0033]) is disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 30, a content providing station which, when selected by a content selection 
requesting station, transmits, to the content selection requesting station, what is contained in the 
content or content providing device that the content providing station has (Chatfield, [0033]), 
wherein: 

the content providing station receives a content switching instruction from the content 
selection requesting station according to the method as set forth in claim 1 (Chatfield, [0033]) is 
disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 31, a content switching instruction device for use in the method as set forth in 
claim 1 , which transmits, to a content selection requesting station, a content switching instruction 
given by an operator (Please refer to the Examiner's citations and remarks stated in response to 
claim 1) is disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 33, a program for causing a computer to implement the method as set forth in 
claim 1 (Chatfield, See [0060]-[0064] with respect to citations and reasons stated by the 
Examiner in response to claim 1) is disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and 
Whiting, as a whole. 
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Regarding claim 34, a computer-readable recording medium storing a program for causing a 
computer to implement the method as set forth in claim 1 {Chatfield, See [0065] -[0066] with 
respect to citations and remarks stated by the Examiner in response to claim 1) is disclosed by 
the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 35, (with the best understanding based upon the 112 rejection(s) stated above) 
a network system having content selection requesting station, and a plurality of content providing 
stations wherein the method as set forth in claim 1 is performed {Chatfield, See end-users and 
service providers in [0022] with respect to citations and reasons stated by the Examiner in 
response to claim 1), 

the content selection requesting station selecting a desired content from among contents 
that the content providing stations have {{Chatfield, [0023], [0033])-(WzzYmg, [0033])}, 

the content selection requesting station transmitting a content switching instruction to 
each of the content providing stations (e.g., in the event the end user has request service from 
each of the service providers as a fiinction of time) according to a method as set forth in claim 1 
{Chatfield, [0026], [0032], [0033], and [0060]), 

each of the content providing stations (e.g., in the event the end user has request service 
from each of the service providers as a function of time), when selected by a content requesting 
station, transmitting to the content selection requesting station, what is contained in content that 
the content providing station has {Chatfield, [0032], [0033]), 

each of the content providing stations receiving the content switching instruction from the 
content selection requesting station according to the method as set forth in claim 1 {Chatfield, 
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See "YES" at step 409 of FIG. 4B, [0033], [0046]) is disclosed by the combined teaching of 
Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 32, the content switching instruction device as set forth in claim 31, 

wherein the content switching instruction device transmitting the content switching 
instruction given by the operator {Chatfield, [0026], [0032], [0033], and [0060]). Chatfield is 
silent to mention that the switching instruction is transmitted without using the content selection 
requesting station. However, Official Notice is taken that both the concept and advantage of 
transmitting signals to a workstation over a local area network (LAN) was notoriously well 
known and expected in the art, at the time of the invention, and therefore would have been 
obvious to incorporate in the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole, for the 
benefit of providing end users the spatial fiexibility to transmit signals from other computing 
devices on a network as desired by Chatfield in [0068] is disclosed by the combined teaching of 
Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

Regarding claim 25, the method as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

the content selection requesting station includes means which controls switching of the 
external connection device for the display device on which the content received by the content 
selection requesting station is to be displayed (Please refer to Examiner's remarks and citations 
as stated in response to claim 32); 

if the content selection requesting station is selected as an external connection device for 
a display device when the content selection requesting station receives the content selection 
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switching instruction entered by the operator, the content selection requesting station performs 
content selection or content providing device selection {Chatfield, [0032], [0033]); and 

if all contents or content providing devices are selected once, or if a station other than the 
content selection requesting station is selected as the external connection device for the display 
device, the switching of the external connection device is carried out (Please refer to Examiner's 
remarks and citations as stated in response to claim 32) is disclosed by the combined teaching of 
Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole. 

10. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chatfield in view 
of Whiting further in view of United States Patent Apphcation Number, "US 2005/0114445 Al", 
invented by Tracton et al., hereinafter "Tracton". 

Regarding claim 15, 

The combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole, are silent on the method as 
set forth in claim 2,wherein: in the case where bandwidth available for conmiunication between 
the content selection requesting station and the content providing station is narrower than 
bandwidth necessary for transmitting a content that the content providing station is about to send 
back, the content providing station transmitting a content that is to be selected next to the content 
that the content providing station is about to send back, in accordance with the a predetermined 
content selection rule. 

However, in related art, Tracton discloses a system and method for dynamic content 
customization in a client server environment. In this system, a client transmits to a server its 
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characteristic profile indicating its available computing resources and network bandwidth [0025]. 
Tracton further teaches that content received over the web may be formatted and scaled to 
correspond to typical incoming client characteristics through the use of a scaler during a 
communication session ([0025], [0032], [0044]). It would have been obvious for one skilled in 
the art, at the time of the invention, to use the system and method for dynamic customization of 
content based upon a client's processing abilities and network bandwidth taught by Tracton in a 
service provider's head end disclosed by the combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a 
whole. Using the known technique of automatically scaling web content according to a client's 
processing abilities and network bandwidth said video or data for fulfilling a content selection 
request from a processing or bandwidth limited end user would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill. 

11. Claims 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chatfield in 
view of Whiting further in view of United States Patent Number, "6,269,394 Bl", invented by 
Kenner et al., hereinafter "Kenner". 

Regarding claim 27, a content selection method in which in accordance with a request from a 
content selection requesting station, a content providing station selects a content that the content 
from among a plurality of contents that the providing station have {{Chatfield, [0023], [0032], 
[0033])-(?FifezYmg, [0033])} and sends back the selected content to the content requesting station 
{Chatfield, [0033]), the method comprising: 
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the content providing station storing a control signal (e.g. channel change request from a 
user) for the content that the content providing station has {Chatfield, [003 3] -As further 
described by the Examiner in response to claim 4); and 

the content providing station receiving a content switching instruction from the content 
selection requesting station in accordance with operation of the operator {Chatfield, See "YES" 
at step 409 of FIG. 4B, [0033], [0046]); and 

wherein, the content providing station switches the content to be sent back, every time the 
same operation of the operator is performed (Please refer to the Examiner's remarks and citations 
in response to claim 1). 

The combined teaching of Chatfield and Whiting, as a whole, is silent to disclose: if the 
content to be sent back is not available for viewing, the content providing station transmitting the 
control signal to the content so as to cause the content to be available for viewing. 

However, in related art, Kenner discloses a system and method for delivery of video and 
data over a computer network. Kenner teaches that a user terminal send's a user's request for 
video or data to the Primary Index Manager (PIM) via a Search and Retrieval Unit (SRU) 
{Kenner, [Col. 8, L55-L67]). The PIM determines whether the user has access to a copy of the 
requested video or data locally and further determines a local copy is the current version 
{Kenner, [Col. 25, L44 to Col. 26, LI 6]). If the requested video or data is locally unavailable, 
unavailable from the PIM, or the incorrect version, the PIM sends a control signal to other Index 
Managers (IM) to locate and make said video or data available for download to the user {Kenner, 
[Col. 25, L44 to Col. 26, L16]). It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art, at the time 
of the invention, to use the system and method for retrieving the current version of said video or 
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data taught by Kenner in a service provider's head end taught by Chatfield. Using the laiown 
technique of locating, retrieving and updating said video or data for fulfilling an end user's 
content selection request would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill. 

Regarding claim 28, the combined teaching of Chatfield, Whiting, and Kenner, as a whole, 
discloses the respective limitations from claim 27, in addition to: 

when the content to be sent is changed from a first content (i.e. "incorrect version") to a 
second content (i.e., "current version"), the content providing station transmitting a control signal 
to the first content so as to cause the first content to be not in use (Kenner, [Col. 25, L44 to Col. 
26,L16]). 

Conclusion 

12. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brett Rustemeyer whose telephone number is (571) 270-1849. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs. 6:30 a.m.-5 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published apphcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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